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ComBio 2003 - Melbourne Convention Centre September 28 to October 2.

Global leaders gather in Melbourne for premier biological sciences meeting

Scientists from around the world are gathering in Melbourne to discuss research areas ranging from human development, stress, ageing and disease to plant reproduction and lessons from Nature.

About 1150 delegates will attend ComBio 2003 at the Melbourne Convention Centre from September 28 to October 2.

The meeting brings together five peak research bodies from Australia and New Zealand to report on studies with plants and animals, some of which may lead to new discoveries about human disease and treatments.

Chair of the organising committee, Associate Professor Ken Gayler from the

University of Melbourne’s Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, said ComBio 2003 was a special opportunity to foster research links in the Pacific Rim countries.

“This is Australasia’s premier broad-based biological sciences meeting for 

2003,” Professor Gayler said.  “Delegates will hear the latest in a diverse range of research topics covering living organisms from bacteria to plants, animals and humans.”

ComBio 2003 is a joint meeting of the:

· Australian Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology;

· Australia and New Zealand Society for Cell and Developmental Biology;

· Australian Society of Plant Scientists;

· New Zealand Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology; and

· New Zealand Society of Plant Physiologists.

The conference has attracted academics from Canada, the United States, Germany, France, United Kingdom and Japan along with speakers and presenters from across Australia and New Zealand.

“The calibre of speakers provides a good marker of the importance of 

ComBio 2003,” Professor Gayler said.  “The meeting will provide insights into both basic science and research with commercial prospects and a rare opportunity for the cross-fertilisation of ideas across disciplines.”

For interview:

Professor Gayler is available for interview on (03) 8344 5928 or mobile on

0409 801 564.

For further information, please contact Trevor Gill, Conference Media

Relations, on 0418 821948
