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Biological scientists provide a glimpse ‘over the horizon’ in human, plant and animal health
A major biological sciences conference in Melbourne this week is exploring new frontiers in research aimed at prevention, earlier identification and treatment of human diseases.

The ComBio 2003 conference will also examine latest studies to develop plant crops that are more tolerant to environmental impacts such as global warming, rising soil salinity and drought.

About 1150 scientists and researchers from around the world are attending ComBio at the Melbourne Convention Centre.

Associate Professor Ken Gayler of the University of Melbourne’s Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, said ComBio created unique partnerships between researchers probing living organisms from bacteria to plants, animals and humans.

“The challenge is to take mollecular and genetic information from these living organisms and translate it into therapies,” he said.  “In many ways, it is about learning from Nature and helping living things – including plants, animals and humans – to adapt to changing environmental conditions and threats.
“Ultimately, much of the research work being carried out by speakers at the conference is aimed at applications for human health and well-being, particularly in terms of developing new pharmaceuticals and treatment methodologies for a range of diseases, disorders and injuries.

“The conference will examine research on life threatening human diseases, such as cancers, and studies on the prevention of cranio-facial deformity, scarless wound healing and the relationship between stress and ageing.”

ComBio 2003 is a joint meeting of the:

· Australian Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology;

· Australia and New Zealand Society for Cell and Developmental Biology;

· Australian Society of Plant Scientists;

· New Zealand Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology; and

· New Zealand Society of Plant Physiologists.

The conference will run until Thursday.
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Professor Gayler is available for interview on 0409 801 564.  
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