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Media Release Tuesday 26September 2006
Leading biologist provides disturbing insight into impacts of global warming by the end of the century
An acclaimed American biologist recently appointed to research climate change in Australia and New Zealand has revealed a disturbing insight into the world in the last decades of this century.

David Tissue, Professor of Biology at Texas Tech University, said temperatures would be significantly higher, rainfall would be reduced, weather would be more erratic with potential for large-scale natural disasters, and diseases such as malaria could spread beyond the tropics into temperate parts of Australia. 

He said apart from the impact of less rainfall in drought susceptible countries like Australia, global warming could reduce alpine snow packs and the ability to store water that melts to flow into our major river systems.

Professor Tissue will soon take up a coordinating position with the Global Climate Change Research Program supported by the Australian Greenhouse Office and based at the University of Western Sydney.

He will join scientists from various countries in the only facility of its type in the southern hemisphere to evaluate the impacts of increased carbon dioxide levels, elevated air and soil temperatures and reduced rainfall on plant species in Australia.

Dr Tissue's forecast of climate change and its impact on populations is being presented today (Tuesday) at the ComBio 2006 biological science conference at the Brisbane Convention Centre.

"Unless we take collective action now, things are going to change dramatically over this century," he said.

"The industrial revolution, expansion of cities and associated infrastructure, deforestation programs and changes in land use have dramatically changed the world.
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"Carbon dioxide removed from the atmosphere over millions of years, and sealed underground in the form of fossil fuels, has been released dramatically in the space of one and a half centuries.

"The burning of these fossil fuels has resulted in an increase of atmospheric carbon dioxide levels over the past 150 years.

"This release of so-called greenhouse gas is driving global climate change and it will have a significant impact on plants and ecosystems.

"Australia can expect to be a much drier continent with potential for extreme droughts with episodic intense storms causing flooding."

However, Professor Tissue believes that appropriate action now can help reduce the impact of global change over this century and beyond.

"It should not be a matter of throwing our hands in the air and saying we can't do anything to make the world a better place in which to live," he said.  "In fact, we can make a difference.

"As individuals, we must strive to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by restricting the use of fossil fuels and embracing other energy technologies such as solar and geothermal systems.

"It is difficult in the regular cycle of politicians to maintain a consistent policy focus on the environment, but communities can impose their will and aspirations on the elected representatives.

"We can also choose to support corporations that value their commitment to the environment as much as they value their commitment to profit.

"We can encourage companies that pursue a competitive edge through green energy use by investing in their growth and purchasing their products.

"If we don't do these things, children in the last decades of this century will be growing up in a very different climate and with all of the threats it poses."

The five-day ComBio 2006 conference has brought together more than 1,000 delegates from around the world for Australasia's premier biological sciences conference.

FOR INTERVIEW:
Professor David Tissue is available for interview.  To arrange, please contact Trevor Gill, Conference Media Relations, on 0418 821948  
