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Media Release Monday 25 September 2006

Global focus on Brisbane for major biology conference on human and plant health

Scientists and researchers from around the world have gathered in Brisbane for a conference to probe the biological sources of diseases that affect millions of people around the world.

The ComBio 2006 meeting starting today at the Brisbane Convention Centre is also addressing advances in the understanding of plants and their impact on human health and the environment.

Professor Frank Clarke, Chair of ComBio 2006, said the conference was Australasia’s premier broad-based biological sciences meeting looking at a diverse range of research topics covering living organisms from bacteria to plants, animals and humans.

Professor Clarke, who is Professor of Biochemistry at Griffith University in Brisbane, said the conference had attracted international speakers of the highest calibre to discuss issues at the “leading edge of the biological and bio-medical science.”

The five-day conference will discuss latest research on the causes and possible treatment of cardiovascular and neurodegenerative diseases, cancer, diabetes, osteoporosis and central nervous system disorders.  It will also report on advances in stem cell research, management of pain, and new studies in cell regeneration, fertility control and reproduction.

“Evidence is emerging that there is a lot of commonality in the causes of various diseases,” Professor Clarke said.

“For example, it appears there are links between pre-natal nutrition and conditions in later life, including cardiovascular disease and diabetes.

“The wonderful thing about ComBio is that it brings together six different societies from Australasia to share research and ideas.”
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ComBio 2006 is a joint meeting of the Australian Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, the New Zealand Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, the Australian Physiological Society, the Australia and New Zealand Society for Cell and Developmental Biology, the Australian Society of Plant Scientists and the New Zealand Society of Plant Physiologists.

ComBio will also reflect the booming field of plant science.

Professor Steve Tyerman, Professor of Plant Sciences at the University of Adelaide, said the importance of healthy plant life could not be overstated.

“It is important to understand how plants function in their natural environment, how they react with other organisms and the limits of what can be achieved with agricultural crops,” he said.

“This then helps us develop agricultural plants with improved salt, drought and disease resistance, while enhancing nutritional value of particular plant species in a sustainable way,” he added.

Professor Tyerman said the impact of global climate change on plants and ecosystems would be a major focus of ComBio 2006. 

FOR INTERVIEW:

Professor Frank Clarke is available on (07) 3735 7554 or 0427 878 726
Professor Steve Tyerman is available on 0411 776 050.

For more information, contact Trevor Gill, Conference Media Relations, on 0418 821948
