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Free public forum on bioscience advances to help address the challenge of global warming

Scientists around the world are increasingly searching for new ways in which the natural environment can be harnessed to produce alternative fuels and reduce carbon in the atmosphere. 

Australian researchers are at the forefront of this pioneering work to generate new, environmentally friendly forms of energy, sustain crops to help provide food security, and restrict factors contributing to global warming.

These exciting scientific advances will be showcased at a free public forum in Melbourne on Wednesday 29 September 2010.

Entitled Biosciences and Global Warming – Options for Low CO2 Energy Production, the forum will be held from 6.30pm to 8.00pm at the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre. The forum is supported by the Victorian Government and it will be opened by the Minister for Innovation, Mr Gavin Jennings MLC.

It will be a public extension of the international OzBio 2010 conference running in Melbourne from 26 September to 1 October.  OzBio 2010 will bring almost 2,000 scientists from around the world to Melbourne to address latest advances in understanding the molecular and genetic causes of human diseases and potential new treatments, and the booming field of plant biology. 

OzBio 2010 is a combination of the conferences of the International Union of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, the Federation of Asian and Oceanian Biochemists and Molecular Biologists, and ComBio – Australasia’s premier broad-based biological sciences meeting.

Professor Nick Hoogenraad, Head of the School of Molecular Sciences at Melbourne’s LaTrobe University, said the free public forum was designed to engage the broader community in some of the most exciting areas of biological research.

He said biological science had been revolutionised by the sequencing of the human genome, and advances in understanding of the genetic make-up of other microbes, animals and plants.

“This is providing unprecedented insights into basic biological functions which, in turn, are helping us to understand more about human illnesses. Similarly, these technologies are helping us to understand more about plant growth and the impact of various plants on human health and the environment.”

The public forum will particularly focus on latest research on the production of biofuels from plants and algae.
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Associate Professor Kirsten Heimann, Director of the North Queensland Algal Identification and Culturing Facility, will also outline advances in micro algal research to produce fertilizers, animal food and neutraceuticals.

Professor Lukas van Zwieten, Principal Research Scientist with the NSW Department of Primary Industries and Energy, will explain early outcomes from a project to produce biochar, a charcoal-like product that is added to the soil to improve fertility and increase carbon absorption.

Professor Tim Flannery, the eminent mammologist, palaeontologist and climate change activist, will discuss his latest book entitled Here on Earth, which explores our true relationship with the planet on which our biological, economic and cultural futures depend.

Professor Flannery says we are in the “decade of change” which will require critical investment in clean and renewable energy and a move away from the old coal powered economy.

The free forum, moderated by science journalist and broadcaster, Robyn Williams, will provide time for questions from members of the public.

For more information, go to www.asbmb.org.au/ozbio2010/
INTERVIEW:

Professor Nick Hoogenraad can be contacted on (03) 9479 2196 or 0418 324753
